EXAMPLE 4. REPORT

Task:
 The mayor of Catania has asked you to conduct a survey into the problem of stray dogs in the city.  Create a questionnaire and go onto the streets of Catania to interview people about this problem. Report your findings and the solutions suggested by the interviewees.


Genre: Report

Subject: Stray Dogs in Catania
To: The Rt. Hon. Mr. Bianca
From: Teresa Giblin
Date 20th January 2017

Introduction:
[bookmark: _GoBack]This report aims at defining the problem of stray dogs in the city of Catania. A questionnaire was conducted on 500 people in January 2017, from 11th to 18th January in the main street of the city, Via Etnea.
The people interviewed ranged in age from 16- 70. They were asked to answer a number of questions pertaining to the problem. The questionnaire is described below.

Questionnaire. 

· Has the problem  of  stray dogs in the area you live in got worse? How does this affect your life?

· If you answered yes to the question above, please tell us why you believe there are more stray dogs in the city than before.

· How would you punish people who abandon dogs?

· What steps would you take to reduce the number of stray dogs in the city?

Results

Increase in number of stray dogs

89% of those interviewed said that they had noticed a sharp rise in the number of stray dogs in the city and 54% expressed great concern as the dogs were now moving about in packs.  The majority of the women interviewed declared that they worried about their children playing in parks and public places as the children were often unaware of the dangers of approaching these dogs and there had been a few cases of children being bitten or adults being bitten while protecting their children. Another problem which 24%  reported was that rubbish bags were often torn apart as the dogs foraged for food and this meant that rats were on the increase too, creating an unhygienic situation.

Causes of the abandonment of dogs

73% of the interviewees believed that there were more stray dogs than before because of the economic crisis. People simply could not afford to feed a dog or pay for medical treatment when necessary and so once they got past the lovable puppy stage, they got rid of them. 36% added that people often bought a puppy as a present but when the time came to go on holiday, or move house, these dogs were often heartlessly abandoned.

Punishment of offenders

Everyone agreed that those who abandoned a dog should be punished but only 21% thought a short prison sentence was appropriate. 69% agreed that a hefty fine was appropriate within the range of 1,000 to 2,000 euros. The remaining 10% felt that a hefty fine and a period doing voluntary work looking after abandoned dogs in doghouses where there was a shortage of staff was the best way to make these offenders aware of the gravity of abandoning an animal.

Proposals

Many proposed offering free sterilization for registered dogs to cut down on numbers. Very few, about 2%, believed stray dogs should be rounded up and put down after a period of 3 months if they had not found a new owner; about half of those interviewed advocated a publicity campaign to educate people to be more responsible and caring.  About 49% thought that the government should organize dogcatchers to round up the animals and get them off the streets and complained they did not know who to contact officially when a problem arose.

Conclusion
On the whole, the public were disgruntled with the present lack of controls regarding stray dogs. It seems that they agree that heavier fines should be imposed on those who abandon a dog. Furthermore, they mentioned more resources should be created to deal with the problem such as dog homes, more personnel for dog homes should be hired and a reliable emergency contact number to call when packs of dogs were sighted should be set up.







