SECOND YEAR EXAM

May 2017 exam 2         


NAME ……………………. SURNAME ……………………… MATR. NO…../…………….


Section 2 
For questions 11-15, read the text below and choose the best answer to the questions that follow. (Total of five points)
Six months before she died, my grandmother moved to an old people’s home and I visited her there. She was sitting in a room with about fifteen other residents, mostly women, half of them asleep. The room was clean and warm with flowers and pictures, and the care assistants were kind and cheerful. The television was on, but no one was watching it. People only moved when they needed to be helped to the bathroom. It was depressing. Gran said how much she missed seeing her grandchildren (my nieces aged 7 and 5), but I knew from my sister that they hated going to visit her there, and to be perfectly honest, I couldn’t wait to get away myself.

So I was interested to read an newspaper article about a new concept in old people’s homes in France. The idea is simple, but revolutionary: combining a residential home for the elderly  with a nursery school in the same building. The children and the residents eat lunch together and share activities such as music, painting, gardening, and caring for the pets which the residents are encouraged to keep. In the afternoons the residents enjoy reading or telling stories to the children and if a child is feeling sad or tired there is always a kind lap to sit on and a cuddle. There are trips out and birthday parties too.

The advantages are enormous for everyone concerned. The children are happy because they get a lot more individual attention. The residents are happy because they feel useful and needed. They are more active and more interested in life when the children are around and they take more interest in their appearance too. The staff are happy too because they see an improvement in the physical and psychological health of the residents and have an army of assistants to help with the children.

Nowadays there is less and less contact between the old and the young. There are many reasons for this, including the breakdown of the extended family, working parents with no time to care for ageing relations, families that have moved away, and smaller homes with no room for grandparents. The result is always the same: increasing numbers of children without grandparents nearby and old people who have no contact with children.

That’s why intergenerational programmes, designed to bring the old and young together, are growing in popularity all over the world. It isn’t only the individuals involved who gain from intergenerational activities. The advantages to society are enormous too. If older people can understand the youth of today, and vice versa, there will be less conflict in in a community. In a world where the number of old people is increasing, we need as much understanding and tolerance as possible. Modern Western society has divided people into age groups  and now we need to rediscover what “community” means. We can use the strengths of one generation to help another and then perhaps getting old won’t be such a depressing prospect after all.

Section 1 
For questions 11-15, circle the best answer (a, b, c or d). (Total of 5 points)
	1.What was wrong with the home that the writer’s grandmother was in?

a. The old people were badly treated.

b. Children weren’t allowed to visit.

c. The residents had no stimulation.

d. It was only for female residents.


	2. What was the concept that the writer read about in the newspaper?

a. Old people being allowed to keep pets.

b. A school for little children inside an old people’s home.

c. Children visiting old people for lunch and birthdays.

d. Old people going out on a day trip.

	3. What are the benefits of this new type of old people’s home? 

a. The children are more energetic.

b. The staff take more interest in their appearance.

c. The residents are in a better frame of mind.

d. Sometimes the army assists the staff.
	4. Which of the following is NOT a reason for the lack of contact between the old and the young? 
a. Many elderly people don’t have grandchildren.

b. Working people don’t have time to look after their ageing parents.

c. Many people live far away from their ageing parents.

d. Many houses are not large enough to accommodate extended families. 

	5. Why are intergenerational activities important nowadays?

a. They make everyone more popular.

b. Young people are inactive. They encourage young people to be more active.
c. They encourage the elderly to relate to the younger generations. 

d. They help the fewer old people that live in western communities.
	


Section 3        

For questions 16-25, read the passage below and write the appropriate word in the space provided. (Total of 5 points)
A US-bound plane was unable to take 16 ……….. from Heathrow Airport after a mouse was spotted 17……….. board.
Passengers on the 10:40 GMT British Airways flight to San Francisco were waiting to leave 18…………….. the "rather unusual occurrence" was announced. The crew told passengers that mice are a danger 19………….. they can chew through the wires and destroy the electrical system. The said another flight would be scheduled. The passengers boarded another plane 20……………. eventually left about four hours 21……………….  .
There was general disbelief 22……………… the passengers when they heard 23……….. news. Some of them tweaked 24………….... reactions. Matt Watt wrote: “Just had my flight to the US cancelled because 25 …………….. a mouse on the plane. Maybe it couldn’t get a visa!”

Section 4

For questions 26-35, complete each of the unfinished sentences in such a way that it means the same as the sentence printed before it.  Use between 2 and 5 words (contracted forms count as two words)  including the word given, which must not be changed in any way. (total of 10 points)
26. The Polish mechanic repaired my car   HAD

I …………………………………………………………… by the Polish mechanic.

27. People say that swimming is the best exercise.   SAID

Swimming …………………………………. the best exercise.

28. “Samuel Smith stole the computers,” said the policeman. ACCUSED

The policeman …………………………………………… the computers

29. Would you like to join the choir?    INTERESTED

………………………………………………….the choir?  

30. I  can’t pay the bill because I have no money left.  RUN 

I can’t pay the bill because I’ve ……………………………………………. . 

31. I am sure her new business will be successful. BOUND

Her new business …………………………………………….… successful.

32. My daughter can speak French very well. GOOD

My daughter is ………………………………………………..……..French.
33. The teachers did not let us wear make-up at school.   ALLOWED

We ………………………………………………… wear make-up at school. 

34. I didn’t have any money so I couldn’t go on the trip. COULD

If I had had some money, I …………………………..………….. on the trip.

35. It would be nice if my husband bought me a present sometimes!  WISH

I ……………………………………………..…….. me a present sometimes!

Section 5

For questions 36-45, form the most suitable word from the suggestion given below and write it in the gap provided. (half point per word, total of 5 points).
Gabrielle “Coco” Chanel was born in Saumur, Southern France and was brought up in a French orphanage. She became an innovative dress 36……………….. who ruled over Parisian high fashion for almost six decades. At age 30 she opened a tiny hat shop and 37……………… added sweaters, shirts and accessories. Within five years her simple and 38……………… designs attracted the attention of influential, 39………………….. women.

At the  40…………….. of her career, Chanel employed three thousand five hundred 41……………….. . The empire included a fashion house, a textile business, a costume 42……………………workshop and perfume laboratories where the 43 ……………… perfume Chanel No.5 was created. Chanel retired in 1938 but returned in 1954 to introduce the 44……………… cardigan suit.

Today, Chanel continues to be one of the most 45 …………………. names in the world of fashion, fragrances and cosmetics.

36. DESIGN

37. QUICK

38. COMFORT

39. WEALTH

40. HIGH

41. PERSON

42. JEWEL

43. FAME

44. ICON

45. PRESTIGE

ANSWER KEY
11. C
12. B

13. C

14. A

15. C

16. off

17. on

18. when

19. as/since/because

20.  which/that

21. later/afterwards

22. among

23. the

24. their

25. of

26. I had my car repaired by the Polish mechanic.

27. Swimming is said to be the best exercise.

28. The policeman accused Samuel Smith of stealing the computer.

29. Are you interested in joining the choir?

30. I can’t pay the bill because I’ve run out of money.

31. Her new business is bound to be successful.

32. My daughter is (very) good at speaking French.

33. We were not allowed to wear make-up at school.

34.  If I had had some money, I would have gone on the trip.

35. I wish my husband would buy me a present sometimes.

36. designer

37. quickly

38. comfortable

39. wealthy

40. height

41. people

42. jewellery/jewelry

43. famous

44. iconic

45 prestigious
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