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Giovanni Verga is, along with Manzoni, the greatest Italian author of the nineteenth century and
one of the most important writers of European Naturalism. Through his masterpieces, (the novels,
I Malavoglia and Mastro-don Gesualdo, as well as the stories, Vita di campi and Novelle
rusticane) he managed to give us an extraordinary literary representation of his homeland, Sicily.
He composed an original linguistic and anthropological “translation” through which he shared
the reality of his homeland with readers throughout Italy. Moreover, his works and characters are
not limited to testifying their era and specific social condition. Instead, if we were to interrogate
his heroes, we would discover that they “speak” to us and can enter “our lives”.

Andrea Manganaro holds the rank of Associate Professor in
the Department of Humanities at the University of Catania
where he teaches Italian literature and History and Criticism of
Italian literature. His publications and research interests cover
several aspects of Italian Literature. The main focus of his
research is the relation between forms, genre and meaning in
literature, with an emphasis on the Italian short stories, the
poetic of the 16th century, critics and historiography of the
Italian literature between the 19th and 20th centuries, Ugo
Foscolo, Giovanni Verga, Benedetto Croce. He participates
regularly in national and international Conferences. He has also
delivered numerous invited presentations at international
conferences including keynote and plenary talks.







