
By the time she finished her lengthy speech we had all fallen asleep. 
TOOK
She took so long to finish her speech, we all fell asleep.

She would have told me if she had known.
HAVE
She can’t/couldn’t  have known or she would have told me.

 
Mary is a very sensitive person so she’s easily offended.
EASY
It is easy to offend Mary as she is a very sensitive person.

Since the end of World War Two Italy has had 67 governments.
POWER
67 governments have been in power since the end of World War Two in Italy.

Little girls prefer wearing pink clothes to black ones.
RATHER
Little girls would rather wear pink clothes than black ones

If you hadn’t spent so much time playing video games, you could have joined us at the party. 
PREVENTED
Spending so much time playing video games prevented you from joining us at the party.

I don’t think I have ever seen anyone behave so badly as he did.
SUCH
I have never seen such bad behaviour as his.

I always wanted to learn how to ride a horse but it’s too late now.
WISH
I wish I had learned/had learnt /knew how to ride a horse but it’s too late now.


If you don’t want to get into worse trouble, you had better apologise soon.
AVOID
If you want to avoid getting into worse trouble, you had better apologise soon.


I can never find time to sort out my wardrobe.
ROUND
I can never get round to sorting out my wardrobe.

She didn’t punish her son for stealing some money from her purse. I think she was wrong not to.
OUGHT
She ought to have punished her son for stealing some money from her purse. I think she was wrong not to.
The book I was reading was so boring! I couldn’t finish it.
BORED
Seldom have I been so bored by a book! I couldn’t finish it.


I really respect my father. 
UP
I really look up to my father.

I love eating fish but I truly hate cleaning up afterwards.
STAND
Although I love eating fish I can’t stand cleaning up afterwards. 

“The cat is always scratching my sofa. How can I make it stop doing that?” Mary said
HOW
Mary asked/ wondered how to get her cat to stop scratching the sofa.
 




 














