SECOND YEAR EXAM

May 2018 exam 1         


NAME ……………………. SURNAME ……………………… MATR. NO…../…………….

Section 2 
For questions 11-15, read the text below and choose the best answer to the questions that follow. (Total of five points)
When it comes to warding off the mystic malevolent forces of the world, there is perhaps no charm more recognized or renowned than the ‘evil eye’, the striking image of a cobalt-blue eye. The belief in this curse spans cultures as well as generations; virtually every culture has a legend related to the evil eye. The eye symbol is so deeply embedded in culture that, in spite of its potentially pagan connotations, it even finds a place within religious texts, including the Bible and the Quran.

In the last decade, evil eye imagery has frequently appeared in the world of fashion. Kim Kardashian has been photographed on numerous occasions sporting bracelets and headpieces featuring the symbol. This has resulted in the surfacing of countless online tutorials for making your own evil eye bracelets, necklaces and keychains. Though all this attention would suggest the evil eye is seeing a sudden surge in popularity, the truth is that for thousands of years the symbol has maintained its steady hold on the human imagination. 

What is most fascinating about the evil eye is not its mere longevity, but the fact that its usage has deviated little over the course of millennia. We are still affixing the evil eye to the sides of our planes in the same way that the Egyptians and Etruscans painted the eye on the prows of their ships to ensure safe passage. It is still a tradition in Turkey to bring an evil eye token to newborn babies, echoing the belief that young children are often the most susceptible to the curse.

There is a key distinction between the evil eye, which is a curse, and the eye amulet, which dispels the curse. Though often called ‘the evil eye’, the ocular amulet is actually the charm meant to ward off the true evil eye: a curse transmitted through a malicious glare, usually one inspired by envy. Though the amulet – often referred to as a nazar – has existed in various permutations for thousands of years, the curse which it repels is far older and more difficult to trace.

In essence, the curse of the evil eye is not a complicated concept; it stems from the belief that someone who achieves great success or recognition also attracts the envy of those around them. That envy in turn manifests itself as a curse that will undo their good fortune. 

Belief in the evil eye has transcended mere superstition. Indeed, a number of celebrated thinkers have attested to its veracity. One of the most notable examples was the Greek philosopher Plutarch, who in his Symposiacs suggested a scientific explanation: that the human eye had the power to release invisible rays of energy that were in some cases potent enough to kill children or small animals. What’s more, Plutarch claimed that certain people possessed an even stronger ability to do harm with the evil eye. More often than not, those said to be most adept at delivering the curse are blue-eyed, probably due to the fact that this is a genetic rarity in the Mediterranean area.
	11.  Belief in the evil eye …
a. … is forbidden by Islam and Christianity.

b. … is specific to certain cultures.

c. … is widespread.
d. … is only a pagan superstition.
	12.  The evil eye …

a. … has become popular as a fashion motif.

b. … is used in a very different way today from millennia ago.

c. … was invented by Kim Kardashian.

d. … does not interest people nowadays.

	13. A nazar is:
a. the evil eye
b. a curse
c. something used to prevent the evil eye from affecting you.
d. a word meaning ‘envy’.
	14. The evil eye …
a. … is a difficult concept to understand.
b. … is based on envy of someone else’s good fortune.
c. … makes people envious.
d. … brings good luck.

	15. The evil eye …
a. … was investigated by Plutarch and other thinkers.
b. … has been scientifically proven. 
c. … was a belief held only by superstitious people.
d. … is a curse that only people with blue eyes can make.
	


Section 3        
For questions 16-25, read the passage below and write the appropriate word in the space provided. (Total of 5 points)

The earliest version of eye amulets goes 16. ………… to 3,300 BC. The amulets were excavated in Tell Brak, one of 17. …….. oldest cities of Mesopotamia – modern day Syria. They were in the form of some abstract alabaster idols made with incised eyes.

Although the alabaster idols of Tell Brak seem to be one of the oldest eye amulets discovered, they are very different 18. ………….the typical blue glass eyes we know today 19…….. began to appear in the Mediterranean around  1500 BC. How 20. ……..…. these early prototypes of Tell Brak turn 21. ………... the more modern versions?

The glass beads of the Aegean islands and Asia Minor were directly dependent upon improvements 22. ……….... glass production. As for the colour blue, it first came from Egyptian glazed mud, which contains a high percentage of oxides; the copper and cobalt produce the blue colour when baked.

The blue evil eye beads underwent a widespread circulation in the region, and 23………….. used by the Phoenicians, Assyrians, Greeks, Romans and, perhaps most famously, the Ottomans. Their usage was most concentrated in the Mediterranean and the Levant, but through means 24. ….…… trade and the expansion of empires, the blue eye beads began to find their way 25. ……………….   different corners of the globe.

Section 4
For questions 26-35, complete each of the unfinished sentences in such a way that it means the same as the sentence printed before it.  Use between 2 and 5 words (contracted forms count as two words)  including the word given, which must not be changed in any way. (total of 10 points)
26.  We were surprised that so many came to the party.    UP
     We were surprised that so many people................................... at the party.
27.  I regret divorcing my husband.  WISH
I…………………………………………… my husband.

28.  Perhaps Christina is walking the dog.   MIGHT
Christina…………………………………the dog.

29.  Although he doesn’t have much money, he has bought a sports car.  DESPITE
……………………………………………., he has bought a sports car.

30.  The decorator has painted my house. HAD.  

I  …………………………………………  by the decorator.

31.  “No, I didn’t choose the most expensive dish on the menu!” she said. DENIED
She …………………………………… the most expensive dish on the menu.

32.  She will probably get the job she applied for.   LIKELY

She ………………………………. the job she applied for.

33.  The train left and then they arrived at the station. ALREADY

By the time they arrived at the station, ………………………..

34.  We really enjoyed ourselves at the concert.  TIME

We……………………………………….. at the concert.
35.   You are too short to be an air hostess.   TALL
You ……………………………………….. to be an air hostess.

 Section 5
For questions 36-45, form the most suitable word from the suggestion given below and write it in the gap provided. (half point per word, total of 5 points).
36 ……………… have explored the consequences of the 37 ……......…….. in the powers of the evil eye in 38 …………........  societies which rely 39 ……………….. on visual material wealth. These communities also have high levels of 40.………………, with a large gap between the rich and the poor. People in these societies tend to try to avoid envy by concealing their 41 ………….. . This  42…………….. may lead to underinvestment and an increase in  43…………… in the community and is therefore counterproductive. A key factor is the 44……………… of an 45  ……………… government and lack of laws on property rights.
36. SOCIOLOGY
37. BELIEVE
38. AGRICULTURE
39. HEAVY

40. EQUAL
41. WEALTHY

42. BEHAVE

43. POOR
44. ABSENT
45. EFFECTIVE
                                                      KEY

	13. Belief in the evil eye …
e. … is widespread.

.
	14.  The evil eye …

e. … has become popular as a fashion motif.



	13. A nazar is:
e. something used to prevent the evil eye from affecting you.

	14. The evil eye …
e. … is based on envy of someone else’s good fortune.

	15. The evil eye …
e. … was investigated by Plutarch and other thinkers.

	


Section 3        
For questions 16-25, read the passage below and write the appropriate word in the space provided. (Total of 5 points)

The earliest version of eye amulets goes 16. BACK………… to 3,300 BC. The amulets were excavated in Tell Brak, one of 17. THE…….. oldest cities of Mesopotamia – modern day Syria. They were in the form of some abstract alabaster idols made with incised eyes.

Although the alabaster idols of Tell Brak seem to be one of the oldest eye amulets discovered, they are very different 18. …FROM/TO……….the typical blue glass eyes we know today 19…WHICH/THAT….. began to appear in the Mediterranean around  1500 BC. How 20. …DID…..…. these early prototypes of Tell Brak turn 21. …INTO……... the more modern versions?

The glass beads of the Aegean islands and Asia Minor were directly dependent upon improvements 22. …IN…….... glass production. As for the colour blue, it first came from Egyptian glazed mud, which contains a high percentage of oxides; the copper and cobalt produce the blue colour when baked.

The blue evil eye beads underwent a widespread circulation in the region, and 23……WERE…….. used by the Phoenicians, Assyrians, Greeks, Romans and, perhaps most famously, the Ottomans. Their usage was most concentrated in the Mediterranean and the Levant, but through means 24. …OF.…… trade and the expansion of empires, the blue eye beads began to find their way 25. …TO…………….   different corners of the globe.

Section 4
For questions 26-35, complete each of the unfinished sentences in such a way that it means the same as the sentence printed before it.  Use between 2 and 5 words (contracted forms count as two words)  including the word given, which must not be changed in any way. (total of 10 points)
36.  We were surprised that so many came to the party.    UP

     We were surprised that so many people.......SHOWED/TURNED UP............................ at the party.

37.  I regret divorcing my husband.  WISH

I WISH I HADN’T DIVORCED…………………………………………… my husband.

38.  Perhaps Christina is walking the dog.   MIGHT

Christina…MIGHT BE WALKING………………………………the dog.

39.  Although he doesn’t have much money, he has bought a sports car.  DESPITE

DESPITE NOT HAVING MUCH MONEY/DESPITE HIS LACK OF MONEY……………………………………………., he has bought a sports car.

40.  The decorator has painted my house. HAD.  

I  HAD MY HOUSE PAINTED …………………………………………  by the decorator.

41.  “No, I didn’t choose the most expensive dish on the menu!” she said. DENIED

She DENIED CHOOSING/DENIED HAVING CHOSEN/DENIED SHE HAD CHOSEN…………………………………… the most expensive dish on the menu.

42.  She will probably get the job she applied for.   LIKELY

She …IS LIKELY TO GET……………………………. the job she applied for.

43.  The train left and then they arrived at the station. ALREADY

By the time they arrived at the station, THE TRAIN HAD ALREADY LEFT………………………..

44.  We really enjoyed ourselves at the concert.  TIME

We…HAD A (REALLY) GOOD TIME…………………………………….. at the concert.

45.   You are too short to be an air hostess.   TALL

You …ARE NOT TALL ENOUGH…………………………………….. to be an air hostess.

 Section 5
For questions 36-45, form the most suitable word from the suggestion given below and write it in the gap provided. (half point per word, total of 5 points).
36 SOCIOLOGISTS……………… have explored the consequences of the 37 BELIEF……......…….. in the powers of the evil eye in 38 AGRICULTURAL…………........  societies which rely 39 …HEAVILY…………….. on visual material wealth. These communities also have high levels of 40. …INEQUALITY……………, with a large gap between the rich and the poor. People in these societies tend to try to avoid envy by concealing their 41 …WEALTH……….. . This  42BEHAVIOUR (BEHAVIOR)…………….. may lead to underinvestment and an increase in  43… POVERTY ………… in the community and is therefore counterproductive. A key factor is the 44…ABSENCE…………… of an 45  …EFFECTIVE/EFFICIENT…………… government and lack of laws on property rights.

36. SOCIOLOGY
37. BELIEVE
38. AGRICULTURE
39. HEAVY

40. EQUAL
41. WEALTHY

42. BEHAVE

43. POOR
44. ABSENT
45. EFFECTIVE
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