

SECTION ONE: 	QUESTIONS 1-10 	(10 points) 		LISTENING COMPREHENSION 
Listen to a podcast about the production of postage stamps in the U.K. Please read the questions below and mark your answers (a, b, or c) with a cross. 

1. The speaker says that most people do NOT know that
A) Royal Mail produces British postage stamps.			B) you can see the Queen on every stamp.
C) the production of stamps is a long process.

2. The Royal Mail asks members of the public 
A) to choose an independent artist to design a new stamp. 	B) to design a new stamp themselves. 
C) to choose the topics they like best from a list of ideas.

3. Artists 
A) are not paid for a design.					B) are paid less than £1,000 for a design.
C) are paid at least £1,000. 

4. Stamps often represent 
A) famous historical battles.			B) popular pets.		C) examples of famous art.

5. No one can appear on a British stamp unless they are
A) a member of the Royal family.		B) dead.		C) still alive.

6. The Royal Mail justified featuring musicians on British stamps in 2010, because 
A) none of the musicians were alive at the time.
B) the stamps focused on the musicians’ work, not on the musicians themselves.
C) they were fans of certain musicians.

7. The speaker says that
A) many members of the public send their own designs for stamps to the Royal Mail. 
B) the public shares the same opinion about stamp design.
C) people express very different opinions about stamp design. 

8. The speaker suggests that people
A) are not interested in stamps.			B) don’t use stamps. 	C) care too much about stamps. 	

9. Next week’s podcast will be
A) on a different day.				B) on a different topic.	C) at a different time.

10. Listeners should express their opinions on the podcast
A) by phone only.				B) by email only.	C) by phone or email.









SECTION  TWO:    QUESTIONS  11-20  	(10 points)           	CLOZE  TEXT
Read the passage and choose the correct word(s) to complete the sentence. Rewrite the word(s) in the space provided.

11. Koalas are one of the most popular Australian animals ______ it isn’t hard to see why. 
a) so				b) but				c) and

12. They are only two centimetres _______ when they are born, and they spend the first six 
a) long			b) size				c) short

13. months living in their mother’s pouch before ________________ onto her back.
a) putting			b) moving			c) living

14. They eat huge ______________ of eucalyptus leaves, up to 1 kg a day. 
a) portion			b) quantity			c) amounts

15. Koalas rarely need to drink water, because they get _________ from these leaves. 
a) them			b) it				c) their

16. Unfortunately, koalas are in serious danger in some areas of Australia. ______ 2018 and 2021, 
a) Between			b) Among			c) From

17. the number of koalas _________ by 30%. If we continue to destroy the forests where they live, 
a) dropped			b) went			c) reduced

18. they won’t be able to find food. ________________ you are in the world, you can help. 
a) Where			b) Wherever			c) There

19. For example, you can give money to a _____________ such as the World Wildlife Fund. 
a) society			b) company			c) charity

20. They use the money to protect the forests the koalas live in, and to plant _________ trees. 
a) much			b) more			c) lots














SECTION THREE: 	QUESTIONS 21-30 	(10 points)			VERB CLOZE
Read the passage. Write the correct form of the verbs in brackets in the spaces in the text AND in the boxes below the text.
Hi Matt, 
I ____________________________________ (try - 21) to get hold of you for days, but your phone seems to be permanently ____________________________ (switch off - 22). Have you changed your phone number?  Anyway, at the moment we are in the middle of packing, because we ________________________ (move – 23) to a new house soon. When you get this email, we  _______________________ (be - 24) in the new house, so I just want to make sure you have my new address. If you ever wanted __________________________ (come - 25) and visit me, that ________________________ (be - 26) great. The new house is much bigger than this one and I have a spare bedroom and a garden at the back. It __________________  (situate - 27) right next to a forest. Last week, while we ____________________ (walk - 28) there, we saw some amazing rabbits. I ____________________ (never / feel - 29) so happy about moving anywhere in my life!
Well, I really must go, as it  ____________________________ (get - 30) late and I still have to cook dinner.
All the best,
Angela
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SECTION FOUR: QUESTIONS 31-40 	(10 points)                	 	OPEN CLOZE
Read the passage and fill the gap with ONE suitable word.
The city of York, _______________(31) was founded ____________(32) the Romans in 71 A.D., is located in the north east of England. There are _____________ (33) places you can visit in the city, ______________(34) as the Norman Castle, the Roman Walls and the River Ouse. _____________(35) you enjoy going to the theatre, you will find one right in the middle of the pedestrian area, among the popular cafés and shops. As well _____________(36) this, York is home to a prestigious university, where around 17,000 students are currently enrolled. ____________(37) it was established in 1963, it has expanded ____________________(38) include thirty different departments and a wide ________________ (39) of degree subjects. __________________(40) a year, in July, graduating students gather at York Minster, the city’s famous Gothic cathedral, to celebrate the successful completion of their studies.


SECTION  FIVE:     QUESTIONS 41-50 		(10 POINTS)     	TRANSFORMATION  EXERCISE                             

Here are some sentences for you to transform. For each one, complete the second sentence so that it means the same as the first. Use no more than 3 words, including the word in bold given - a contracted form, for example, “don’t” = 1 word. Write the missing word(s) in the space provided.

Example:  I prefer playing tennis to playing squash.                                       			MORE
I like playing tennis _____more than_______ playing squash.	


41.    The students opened the classroom door and asked for permission to come in.	COULD
          The students opened the classroom door and asked if _____________________________ in.

42.   “Come at ten o’clock”, she said.								HIM
         She told _____________________________________________ at ten o’clock.

43.   Steven Spielberg makes a lot of films.							MADE
         A lot of films____________________________ Steven Spielberg.	
			                           
44.   My flight to Brazil was the longest I’ve ever taken.             				SUCH   
         I’ve never taken ___________________________________ flight as the one I took to Brazil.

45.   When I lived in London, I often visited museums.					USED
         When I lived in London,  I ___________________________________ museums.     				
46.   There are no seats in this room.							          ANYWHERE
         I can’t find __________________________________________ in this room.
                   				                            
47.   Jack has been driving since he was 18.	  						LEARNT
        Jack __________________________________________________  when he was 18. 
		
48.   We weren’t able to reach the beach on foot, because it was such a long way away.	FAR
         The beach was  ___________________________________ away for us to reach it on foot.		        	
49.   Can you offer me a place to stay tomorrow night?					PUT
         Can you  ________________________________________ tomorrow night?
		
50.    Could you lend me your pen, please?							BORROW
          Please  ___________________________________ your pen?
	
	

SECTION  SIX:     QUESTIONS  51-60  	(5 POINTS)                                 WORD FORMATION   
Use the word in CAPITAL LETTERS at the end of the sentence to form another word which is suitable in the context .
51.  She asked the travel agent for some ____________________ about trips to the UK. 		INFORM
52.  What are the main ____________________ between the written and the oral exams?         	DIFFERENT
53.  The teenagers promised to be on their best ______________ while their parents were out. 	BEHAVE
54.  The passenger’s flight was changed without his ___________________ .			KNOW
55.  There was an  ____________________ smell in the corridor, so she opened the window.	PLEASE                                  
56.  They have been ______________________ married for ten years. 				HAPPY
57.  It is so _______________________ that you are coming to visit me soon!			EXCITE
58. The teacher was very _____________________ about her job.				PASSION
59. She was __________________ of her friend, who could afford to go on holiday to the U.S.  	ENVY
60. I am learning to speak ___________________ at the moment. 				DENMARK

SECTION  SEVEN:                    QUESTIONS  61-65  (5 POINTS)                          QUESTION FORMATION 
The underlined words are the answer to a question. Use them to form the question. Write the question in the space provided.
Example:             He was born in 1987.    WHEN was he born? 
61.  I’ve been sitting here all morning!
___________________________________________________________________________________ ?
62.  Simon met his ex-boss at the cinema.
____________________________________________________________________________________?
63.  I phoned my friend at 6 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________________________?
64.   Very little cake is left.
____________________________________________________________________________________?
65.   It’s Kate’s bag.
____________________________________________________________________________________?




LISTENING TRANSCRIPT
Hello and welcome to this week's podcast, which is all about how British postage stamps are made. I’m sure you already know that the Royal Mail is responsible for producing the stamps we stick on our letters. And you also know that the Queen’s head appears on all stamps. But what may suprise you is that it can take at least two years to produce a stamp! /

Firstly, the Royal Mail gives the public a list of ideas for stamps and the public has to select their favourite ones. Then, the Royal Mail makes the final decision about which idea they want to use and they ask an independent artist to design each stamp. /

No one knows exactly how much an artist earns for the design of a stamp, but the minimum payment is £1,000. /

So what kind of topics are acceptable? Well, a stamp needs to represent the country in some way, such as with a famous painting, an historical figure, or a symbol of British wildlife, such as a squirrel. /

With the exception of members of the British monarchy, who you frequently find on British stamps, no living people ever appear on them. /

However, in 2010, the Royal Mail issued a set of stamps showing classic British album covers by some musicians who were still alive, but they insisted that these stamps represented works of art, not the musicians. /

Every year the Royal Mail receives tens of thousands of suggestions about what topic people would like to see on the next series of stamps, but they use very few of these ideas. Despite the extensive research which is done before a stamp is produced, it seems it's hard to please everybody, and apparently the post office receives thousands of messages from people who either loved or hated a particular series of stamps. / 

But when you consider that the practical function of a stamp is only to post a letter or parcel, I think perhaps people give too much importance to them. /

Well, I hope you enjoyed this podcast. We’ll be back this time next week with another topic. Don’t forget to send us your views on our podcast to the usual email address, or ring us, if you prefer! 
