
Training
Maria Sorbello has been an associate professor of Geography (M-GGR-01) since 2005. She is currently a lecturer in Geography in the degree programs in Humanities (L10) A-L and European, Euro-American and Eastern Languages and Cultures (L11) M-Z, Cultural Geography in the degree program in Science and Languages for Communication (L20), and Population and Territorial Geography in the master's degree program in Languages for International Cooperation (LM38). She graduated in the academic year 1981-1982 in Political Science with a sociological focus in Catania and served as coordinator of the organizational office of the Regional Course on Historical and Artistic Heritage organized by the I.S.V.I. (1982-83 and 1983-84).In 1984-85, following a standard competition for teaching in secondary schools, she obtained certification to teach Social Psychology and subsequently carried out research activities on behalf of the Faculty of Letters at the University of Catania as a contract researcher at the Society for the History of Eastern Sicily, culminating in several publications concerning demographic dynamics and the consequent territorial arrangements in Sicily. In the academic year 1989-90, Maria Sorbello was successful in a comparative evaluation for two positions as a university researcher in Geography (S.S.D. M-GGR/01) announced at the University Institute of Education, which later became the Faculty of Education at the University of Catania, where she immediately began her research activities.
Teachings. 
From 2021-2022 to 2022 to 2025-2026: Geography lecturer in the degree programs in Literature (A-L) and European, Euro-American, and Oriental Languages and Cultures (L11) M-Z, Cultural Geography in the degree program in Sciences and Languages for Communication, and Population and Territorial Geography in the master's degree program in Languages for International Cooperation.
 · 2019-2020, 2020-2021: Geography lecturer in the degree program in Literature, Cultural Geography in the degree program in Sciences and Languages for Communication, and Population and Territorial Geography in the master's degree program in Languages for International Cooperation.
 · 2017-2018: Cultural Geography lecturer in the bachelor's degree program in Cultural Heritage and Population and Territorial Geography lecturer in the master's degree program in Sciences for International Cooperation. ·
· 2016-2017, 2015-2016, 2014-2015, 2013-2014: Lecturer in Cultural Geography in the Bachelor's degree program in Cultural Heritage and in Geography in the Master's degree program in Modern Philology.
· 2012-2013: Lecturer in Geography in the degree program in Cultural Heritage and in the two-year Master's program in Modern Philology.
· 2002-2003—2011-2012: Lecturer in Environmental Policy and Cultural Geography in the degree program in Cultural Heritage, Geography in the specialized courses in Classical and Modern Philology, and Political and Economic Geography in the degree program in Communication Sciences.
Professional Experience 
She has organized and actively participated as a speaker in various Geography Congresses across the country. 
She is a member of the scientific committee of the series “Mediterraneo. Culture, Società e Istituzioni tra Medioevo ed Età Contemporanea,” Aracne, Rome. 
She is a member of the editorial board of the journal Siculorum Gymnasium and of the series “Atlante. Natura, Cultura e Territorio,” Angelo Pontecorboli Publisher, Florence. 
Since the 2007-2008 academic year, she is a member of the Research Center for Design and Geographical Research PROGEO at the University of Catania. 
From 2017-2018 to 2024-2025, as a delegate of the Director of the Department of Humanities, she has been part of the Commission for Labs and Internships of DISUM.
She was a member of the PRIN 2005 "Historical-antiquarian culture, politics and society in Italy in the modern age" and of the PRIN 1997 "Hierarchies and urban functions, political-administrative institutions and networks of cultural relations: sources and materials for the historical cartography of Southern Italy between the modern and contemporary ages". 
On 28/02/2017 she was a full member of the Selection Committee for the final exam for the achievement of the PhD title in "History and Philology" cycle XXIX, and for the achievement of the PhD title in "History of Mediterranean Europe (Cultures, Societies and Institutions. XV-XX Centuries) and in "History of Euro-Mediterranean Cultural Forms: Historical, Geographical, Religious, Linguistic and Literary Studies" for the extended students of the XXVIII cycle (28-02-2017).
In the academic year 2009-2010 he was a member of the teaching staff of the PhD program "Territory, Landscape and Local Communities: Integrated Development and Sustainability" - Cycle: XXV.
In the academic years 2008-2009, 2007-2008, 2006-2007, she was a member of the faculty board of the PhD program in "Geography" - Cycles: XXIV, XXIII, XXII. 
From 11/05/2012 to 25/05/2012, she was a member of the evaluation committee for the confirmation of appointment as a Associate Professor, SSD MGGR-01, at the Department of Letters - Languages, Ancient and Modern Literatures and Civilizations at the University of Perugia (President Prof. Polto, members Prof. Rocca and Prof. Sorbello). 
On 24/06/2011, she was a member of the evaluation committee for the confirmation of appointment as an Associate Professor, SSD MGGR-01, at the Department of History, Human Sciences and Education at the University of Sassari (President Prof. Biagini, member Prof. Rocca, secretary Prof. Sorbello).
From 09/19/2011 to 10/20/2011, she was a member of the evaluation committee for the public selection of a temporary university researcher position, for SSD MGGR-01, at the Department of Humanities of the University of Catania (Chair: Prof. Guglielmino, members: Prof. Concetta Rizzo and Prof. Sorbello). 
In the academic year 2013-2014, she provided collaboration and teaching assistance in Prof. Giovanna Summerfield's course FLIT5970/6970: "East Meets West: Sicily, a Case Study at the Crossroads," Educational Affairs, Auburn University. 
In the academic year 2011-2012, she taught "Population Geography" in the national master's program funded by the European Social Fund in Cultural Mediation, conducted by the Region of Sicily and the University of Catania. 
In the academic year 2009-2010, she conducted a GIS (Geographical Information Systems) course at the Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures at the University of Catania.
From 2005 to 2011, she gave several lectures on Sicilian cultural and landscape heritage to students at the School of Education of Roger Williams University in Bristol, Rhode Island (USA). 
In the 2003-2004 academic year, he taught in the Second Level Master's programs in “Protection, Enhancement, and Promotion of Cultural and Landscape Heritage,” also carrying out tutoring activities, and in Local Communities and Cultural Tourism. Workgroups and research interests. 
She is part of the following Agei (Italian Geographers Association) workgroups: “Territorial Reorganization and Local Development. Which Contact Elements?” (Prof. Girolamo Cusimano), “Geographies of the Sacred. New Perspectives for Geographical Research” (Prof. Gianfranco Battisti), “From Thermal Places to Poles and Local Integrated Tourism Systems” (Profs. Giuseppe Rocca and Marina Sechi), “Ecomuseums. Nature and Culture” (Profs. Gianluigi Corinto and Gianni Petino).
From 2012-2013 to 2014-2015, she was a member of the international research group coordinated by Professor Giovanna Summerfield, Professor and Associate Dean for Educational Affairs at Auburn University, "Sicily and the Mediterranean. Migration, Exchange, Reinvention."
 In recent years, Maria Sorbello has focused on the geographies of 'cultural contact,' studying the coexistence, often conflictual, of different cultures, as, for example, in the area comprising the state of Israel and the Palestinian Territories, which is the subject of the monograph 'Perceived, Conceived, and Lived Space: The Wounded Identity and the Resulting Exodus of Palestinian Christians.' In this case, cultural tourism is seen as a tool for conflict resolution, as it is oriented toward dialogue and exchange. 
Research on Sicily and its multiple landscapes, the result of centuries of layering by the cultures that have succeeded one another, all aim at a thorough understanding of the territories (coastal, urban, hilly), which allows the identification of the most suitable tools for their sustainable enhancement—promoting well-being that does not deplete the environment of its peculiarities, but rather enhances it and makes it appealing for future generations as well.
Other research interests, which in recent years have concerned the consequences of Covid-19 on tourism, are currently focused on the economic development potential of the inland areas of Sicily and Europe, including through the creation of solo and nearby itineraries, promoting slow tourism, and ecomuseums as tools for enhancing urban and peripheral territories. 
All research makes use of field studies, the use of modern cartography as a tool for investigating the territory in its various aspects (physical, political, social, economic, and cultural), and the processing of the data collected and represented in graphs and tables.



