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TRANSFORMATION EXERCISES

Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first sentence
1. They cut down the wood in order to build a new road.

The wood ………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. We studied the legal documents for three hours.

We spent …………………………………………………………………………………………..

3. If Tom had played better he would have been picked for the team.

Tom did not play ………………………………………………………………………………….

4. “I’m sorry I tore your jacket, Sarah,” said Tony.

Tony apologised …………………………………………………………………………………..

5. Lucy is very depressed as a result of her illness.

Lucy’s illness ……………………………………………………………………………………..

6. The final date for sending in applications is 10th May.

Applications must …………………………………………………………………………………

7. Your grandfather really ought to give up driving.

It’s time ……………………………………………………………………………………………

8. You’re not obliged to sign the contract now if you don’t want to.

You don’t ………………………………………………………………………………………….

9. “Don’t forget to post my letter this afternoon, Sam!” said Jane.

Jane told …………………………………………………………………………………………...

10. Simon wasn’t to blame for losing the car keys.

Losing the car keys ………………………………………………………………………………..

11. Despite his illness, the pianist gave a marvellous performance.

Even ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

12. Nobody will ever forget these historic events.

These historic events ……………………………………………………………………………...

13. “You can borrow my car if you want to,” said Aunt Emily.

Aunt Emily offered to ……………………………………………………………………………..

14. Anna didn’t win the race because she fell just before the finishing line.

If Anna …………………………………………………………………………………………….

15. Sam hardly ever makes a typing error.

It’s not usual ………………………………………………………………………………………

16. The last time I went to Paris I was still at school.

I haven’t …………………………………………………………………………………………...

17. Chris regretted not reading the recipe properly.

Chris wished ………………………………………………………………………………………

18. My uncle talked all the time when we visited him last week.

My uncle didn’t …………………………………………………………………………………...

19. I don’t want you to leave the party yet.

I’d rather …………………………………………………………………………………………..

20. The students couldn’t understand the lecture because it was so difficult.

The lecture was too ………………………………………………………………………………..

21. I had never been in a hot-air balloon before.

It was the …………………………………………………………………………………………..

22. My sister doesn’t really want to come on holiday with us.

My sister would rather …………………………………………………………………………….

23. Charles couldn’t read the map because he wasn’t wearing his glasses.

If Charles ………………………………………………………………………………………….

24. “Do you take sugar in your coffee, Maria?” asked Mrs Brown.

Mrs Brown asked ………………………………………………………………………………….
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25. The bookshelf was too high for Susan to reach.

Susan wasn’t ………………………………………………………………………………………

26. Michael left the party without saying goodbye.

Michael didn’t …………………………………………………………………………………….

27. My father went to work this morning in spite of being ill.

Even ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

28. Jane runs three miles before breakfast to keep fit.

Jane keeps fit ……………………………………………………………………………………...

29. The concert was so long and boring that we all fell asleep.

It  …………………………………………………………………………………………………..

30. Linda knew no one at her new school.

Linda didn’t ……………………………………………………………………………………….

31. I couldn’t get to sleep because it was noisy.

If it ………………………………………………………………………………………………...

32. Christine began to play the piano when she was six.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

33. “Don’t make any phone calls while I’m out. Sandra,” her father said.

Sandra’s father told ………………………………………………………………..………………

34. James doesn’t get home from work as early as Tom.

Tom ………………………………………………………………………………………………..

35. I think you ought to complain about the bill.

If I …………………………………………………………………………………………………

36. This is the last time I’ll ever lend Martin my car.

I’ll …………………………………………………………………………………………………

37. It is possible to hire bicycles from several local shops.

Bicycles …………………………………………………………………………………………...

38. Robert managed to carry the heavy dish to the table without dropping it.

Robert succeeded ………………………………………………………………………………….

39. Paul regretted posting that letter to Miriam.

Paul wished ………………………………………………………………………………………..

40. Sarah isn’t usually late. 

It’s unusual ………………………………………………………………………………………..

41. Jenny didn’t know how to use a computer, so she didn’t get the job.

If Jenny ……………………………………………………………………………………………

42. A friend is painting their house this week.

Their house ………………………………………………………………………………………..

43. I think we should leave now.

It’s …………………………………………………………………………………………………

44. It isn’t necessary for you to water the plants every day.

You don’t ………………………………………………………………………………………….

45. The train doesn’t go any further than Paris.

The train only ……………………………………………………………………………………..

46. We didn’t get home until midnight.

It …………………………………………………………………………………………………..

47. Harry refused to go to the dentist even though he had a terrible toothache.

Despite ……………………………………………………………………………………………

48. “You told me a lie!” said Amanda to her husband.

Amanda accused …………………………………………………………………………………..
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49. The news was so good he couldn’t wait to tell her.

It …………………………………………………………………………………………………...

50. June 1989 was the last time Giovanni visited his family in Rome.

Giovanni’s last …………………………………………………………………………………….

51. I did not expect my brother to come to the party.

I was surprised …………………………………………………………………………………….

52. A farmer saw the two thieves running across this field.

The two thieves ……………………………………………………………………………………

53. Catherine didn’t want to leave the town without visiting the local museum.

Catherine wanted ………………………………………………………………………………….

54. Our children couldn’t go to school because of the floods.

The floods prevented ……………………………………………………………………………...

55. The car was quite old but it was in excellent condition.

In spite …………………………………………………………………………………………….

56. Tom spent more money on holiday than Jack did.

Jack didn’t ………………………………………………………………………………………...

57. Somebody has to pay this bill by the end of the week.

This bill ……………………………………………………………………………………………

58. Michael can’t swim very well.

Michael isn’t very …………………………………………………………………………………

59. “Lock the door if you go out,” I said to Jonathan.

I told ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

60. “It’s your fault there was an accident, Jane,” said Barbara.

Barbara blamed ……………………………………………………………………………………

61. “Can you lend me ten pounds until pay-day?” Bob said to Andy.

Bob asked …………………………………………………………………………………………

62. Peter regrets not going to university when he left school.

Peter wishes ……………………………………………………………………………………….

63. A woman in a red dress was selling the stolen goods.

The stolen goods …………………………………………………………………………………..

64. When did we last visit Betty?

How long is ………………………………………………………………………………………..

65. Let’s go skiing this winter.

Why ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

66. John tidied his room before his mother came home from work.

By the time ………………………………………………………………………………………..

67. Although the weather was awful, Peter went fishing.

In spite …………………………………………………………………………………………….

68. The teapot was so valuable that Marjorie did not want to use it.

It was ……………………………………………………………………………………………...

69. He said Ben wasn’t telling the truth.

He accused Ben …………………………………………………………………………………...

70. You won’t be allowed in if you haven’t got an invitation.

Unless ……………………………………………………………………………………………..

71. “I didn’t leave the safe unlocked,” Dr. Smithers said.

Dr Smithers denied ………………………………………………………………………………..

72. Mr Bird paid his hotel bill with his credit card.

Mr Bird used ………………………………………………………………………………………
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73. What do you think of this new magazine?

What is …………………………………………………………………………………………….

74. Sarah regretted saying those terrible things to her sister.

Sarah wished ………………………………………………………………………………………

75. The last time I saw my cousin was in 1995.

I haven’t …………………………………………………………………………………………...

76. Stephen lost his way because he didn’t look at the map.

If Stephen ………………………………………………………………………………………….

77. You need to use olive oil when you make this sauce.

You can’t ………………………………………………………………………………………….

78. Everyone came to Mrs Clegg’s farewell dinner except Peter.

Peter was …………………………………………………………………………………………..

79. I had never seen Jane lose her temper before.

It was ……………………………………………………………………………………………...

80. As soon as you get to the factory, you should report to the security officer.

On …………………………………………………………………………………………………

81. Jane hates horror films and so does her sister.

Jane doesn’t ……………………………………………………………………………………….

82. “You can’t play in the library, Jimmy,” said the teacher.

The teacher told …………………………………………………………………………………...

83. The engineers installed the telephone for Mrs Myers last week.

Mrs Myers ………………………………………………………………………………………...

84. Deborah doesn’t want to take her holiday in August.

Deborah would rather ……………………………………………………………………………..

85. If it hadn’t been for the lifeguard, the boy would have drowned.

The lifeguard ……………………………………………………………………………………...

86. “Don’t forget to go to the dentist’s, George,” said his mother.

George’s mother reminded ……………………………………………………………………….

87. Shall I sign this letter?

Do you want ………………………………………………………………………………………

88. I advise you to book early for that concert.

You’d ……………………………………………………………………………………………..

89. The strong wind blew the tree over.

The tree ……………………………………………………………………………………………

90. If you had listened, you would know what to do.

You don’t know …………………………………………………………………………………..

91. Whose documents are these?

Who ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

92. “Have you had enough for lunch?” the landlady asked me.

The landlady asked ……………………………………………………………………………….

93. We ought to leave the party now if we are to catch the last train.

If we don’t ………………………………………………………………………………………...

94. It’s Alice’s job to look after new staff.

Alice is responsible ……………………………………………………………………………….

95. What’s your date of birth?

When ………………………………………………………………………………………………

96. John could not find the right house.

John was …………………………………………………………………………………………..
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97. The doctor should have signed my insurance form.

My insurance form ……………………………………………………………………………….

98. Michael laughed when I told him the joke.

The joke …………………………………………………………………………………………..

99. Jenny does not play tennis as well as she used to.

Jenny used ………………………………………………………………………………………...

100. The door was so heavy that the child couldn’t push it open.

The door was too ……………………………………………………………………………...

101. Henry regretted buying the second-hand car.

Henry wished …………………………………………………………………………………

102. Amanda finally managed to get a good job.

Amanda finally succeeded ……………………………………………………………………

103. They have sold that old house at the end of the road.

That old house ………………………………………………………………………………..

104. “Don’t bite your nails,” said Mrs  Rogers to her son.

Mrs Rogers told ……………………………………………………………………………….

105. Charles lives quite near his aunt’s house.

Charles doesn’t ………………………………………………………………………………..

106. That’s the last time I go to that restaurant!

I certainly ……………………………………………………………………………………..

107. It was such a dirty beach we decided not to stay.

The beach ……………………………………………………………………………………...

108. It isn’t necessary to finish the work today.

You don’t ……………………………………………………………………………………...

109. I don’t really want to have lunch yet.

I’d rather ………………………………………………………………………………………

110. Sebastian’s career as a television presenter began five years ago.

Sebastian has ………………………………………………………………………………….

111. “Don’t leave the house until I get back, William,” his mother said.

William’s mother told …………………………………………………………………………

112. I’d rather not see him tomorrow.

I don’t ………………………………………………………………………………………….

113. Alice’s strange ideas astonished everyone.

Everyone ………………………………………………………………………………………

114. It was careless of you to leave the windows open last night.

You shouldn’t …………………………………………………………………………………

115. You will catch a cold if you don’t keep your feet dry.

Unless …………………………………………………………………………………………

116. It look like rain to me.

I ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

117. This is the most delicious cake I have ever tasted.

I have ………………………………………………………………………………………….

118. The people who were there didn’t notice anything unusual.

No one …………………………………………………………………………………………

119. She left university two years ago.

It is …………………………………………………………………………………………….

120. The gate is closed to stop the children running into the road.

The gate is closed so that ……………………………………………………………………...
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121. Did they build the garage at the same time as the house?

Was ……………………………………………………………………………………………

122. The people who were at the meeting will say nothing to the press.

Nobody who …………………………………………………………………………………...

123. The heavy rain made it impossible for us to have our picnic.

We were ……………………………………………………………………………………….

124. Joan will stay on at school unless she finds a good job before September.

If ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

125. Shirley didn’t begin to read until she was eight.

It wasn’t ……………………………………………………………………………………….

126. Lucy hasn’t worn that dress since Barbara’s wedding.

The last ………………………………………………………………………………………...

127. He is such a slow speaker that his students get very bored.

He speaks ……………………………………………………………………………………...

128. Mackenzie wrote four best-sellers before he was twenty.

By the age of twenty …………………………………………………………………………..

129. Mr Hill teaches his students to understand different English accents.

Mr Hill’s students ……………………………………………………………………………..

130. It was such a boring film that we left before the end.

The film ……………………………………………………………………………………….

131. Robert and Catherine have been married for four years.

It’s four years ………………………………………………………………………………….

132. Elizabeth got a bad cough because she started smoking cigarettes.

If Elizabeth …………………………………………………………………………………….

133. “Can I have a new bicycle?” said Anna to her mother.

Anna asked …………………………………………………………………………………….

134. Don’t blame me if the tin-opener’s broken.

It’s not …………………………………………………………………………………………

135. Barbara plays squash better than Mike.

Mike doesn’t ………………………………………………………………………………….

136. Whose suitcase is this?

Who ……………………………………………………………………………………………

137. The train journey from London to Bristol takes two hours.

It is a …………………………………………………………………………………………..

138. “Will I ever find a job?” Tim said to himself.

Tim wondered …………………………………………………………………………………

139. Temperature is measured by a thermometer.

A thermometer is ……………………………………………………………………………...

140. You remembered to post the letter, didn’t you?

You didn’t …………………………………………………………………………………….

141. Mr Dryden mended the washing machine for me.

I had …………………………………………………………………………………………...

142. Pat is the tallest girl in her class.

No one …………………………………………………………………………………………

143. You can only get the 40% discount if you buy all twelve books at the same time.

To ……………………………………………………………………………………………...

144. “I’m sorry I gave you the wrong number,” said Paul to Susan.

Paul apologised ………………………………………………………………………………..
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145. Please don’t smoke in the kitchen.

I’d rather ………………………………………………………………………………………

146. It was silly to sell my car so cheaply.

I shouldn’t …………………………………………………………………………………….

147. The TV company is making a new film on the life of Robin Hood.

A new film …………………………………………………………………………………….

148. Eating too many sweets is unhealthy.

It’s ……………………………………………………………………………………………..

149. It’s only a five-minute drive to the beach.

It only  …………………………………………………………………………………………

150. Sir John Cribbon advises the government on defence policy.

Sir John Cribbon gives…………………………………………………………………………
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1. The wood was cut down in order to build a new road.

2. We spent three hours studying the legal documents.

3. Tom did not play well so he was not picked for the team.

4. Tony apologised for tearing (having torn) Sarah’s jacket.

5. Lucy’s illness has made her very depressed.

6. Applications must be sent in by 10th May.

7. It’s time your grandfather gave up driving.

8. You don’t have to sign the contract now.

9. Jane told Sam not to forget to post her letter that afternoon.

10. Losing the car keys wasn’t Simon’s fault.

11. Even though he was ill, the pianist gave a marvellous performance.

12. These historic events will never be forgotten.

13. Aunt Emily offered to lend me her car.

14. If Anna hadn’t fallen just before the finishing line she would have won the race.

15. It’s not usual for Sam to make a typing error.

16. I haven’t been to Paris since I was at school.

17. Chris wished she/he had read the recipe properly.

18. My uncle didn’t stop talking when we visited him last week.

19. I’d rather you didn’t leave the party yet.

20. The lecture was too difficult for the students to understand.

21. It was the first time I had been in a hot-air balloon.

22. My sister would rather not come on holiday with us.

23. If Charles had been wearing his glasses he could have (would have been able to) read the map.

24. Mrs Brown asked Maria if she took sugar in her coffee.

25. Susan wasn’t tall enough to reach the bookshelf.

26. Michael didn’t say goodbye before leaving (he left) the party.

27. Even though he was ill, my father went to work this morning.

28. Jane keeps fit by running three miles before breakfast.

29. It was such a long, boring concert that we all fell asleep.

30. Linda didn’t know anyone at her new school.

31. If it hadn’t been so noisy I would have been able to get to sleep.

32. Christine has been playing the piano since she was six.

33. Sandra’s father told her not to make any phone calls while he was out.

34. Tom gets home from work earlier than James.

35. If I were you I would complain about the bill.

36. I’ll never lend Martin my car again.

37. Bicycles can be hired from several local shops.

38. Robert succeeded in carrying the heavy dish to the table without dropping it.

39. Paul wished he hadn’t posted that letter to Miriam.

40. It’s unusual for Sarah to be late.

41. If Jenny had known how to use a computer she would have got the job.

42. Their house is being painted by a friend this week.

43. It’s time we left now.

44. You don’t have to water the plants every day.

45. The train only goes as far as Paris.

46. It was midnight by the time (when) we got home.

47. Despite the fact that he had a terrible toothache, Harry refused to go to the dentist.

48. Amanda accused her husband of telling her a lie.

49. It was such good news he couldn’t wait to tell her.

50. Giovanni’s last visit to his family in Rome was in 1989.
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51. I was surprised to see my brother at the party.

52. The two thieves were seen running across this field by a farmer.

53. Catherine wanted to visit the local museum before leaving (she left) the town.

54. The floods prevented our children from going to school.

55. In spite of the fact that it was quite old, the car was in excellent condition.

56. Jack didn’t spend as much money on holiday as Tom did.

57. This bill has to be paid by the end of the week.

58. Michael isn’t very good at swimming.

59. I told Jonathan to lock the door if he went out.

60. Barbara blamed Jane for the accident.

61. Bob asked Andy if he could lend him ten pounds until pay-day.

62. Peter wishes he had gone to university when he left school.

63. The stolen goods were being sold by a woman in a red dress.

64. How long is it since we last visited Betty?

65. Why don’t we go skiing this winter?

66. By the time his mother came home from work John had tidied his room.

67. In spite of the awful weather Peter went fishing.

68.  It was such a valuable teapot that Marjorie did not want to use it.

69. He accused Ben of not telling the truth.

70. Unless you’ve got an invitation, you won’t be allowed in.

71. Dr. Smithers denied leaving the safe unlocked.

72. Mr Bird used his credit card to pay his hotel bill.

73. What is your opinion of this new magazine?

74. Sarah wished she hadn’t said those terrible things to her sister.

75. I haven’t seen my cousin since 1995.

76. If Stephen had looked at the map he wouldn’t have lost his way.

77. You can’t make this sauce unless you use olive oil.

78. Peter was the only person who didn’t come to Mrs Clegg’s farewell dinner.

79. It was the first time that I had seen Jane lose her temper.

80. On arriving (your arrival) at the factory, you should report to the security officer.

81. Jane doesn’t like horror films and neither does her sister.

82. The teacher told Jimmy he couldn’t play (not to play) in the library.

83. Mrs Myers had the telephone installed last week.

84. Deborah would rather not take her holiday in August.

85. The lifeguard saved the boy from drowning.

86. George’s mother reminded him to go to the dentist’s.

87. Do you want me to sign this letter?

88. You’d better book early for that concert.

89. The tree was blown over by the strong wind.

90. You don’t know what to do because you didn’t listen

91. Who do these documents belong to?

92. The landlady asked if I had had enough for lunch.

93. If we don’t leave now we won’t catch the last train.

94. Alice is responsible for looking after new staff.

95. When were you born?

96. John was unable to find the right house.

97. My insurance form should have been signed by the doctor.

98. The joke (I told) made Michael laugh.

99. Jenny used to play tennis better (than she does now).

100. The door was too heavy for the child to push it open.
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101. Henry wished he hadn’t bought the second-hand car.

102. Amanda finally succeeded in getting a good job.

103. That old house at the end of the road has been sold.

104. Mrs Rogers told her son not to bite his nails.

105. Charles doesn’t live very far from his aunt’s house.

106. I certainly won’t go to that restaurant again!

107. The beach was so dirty we decided not to stay.

108. You don’t have to finish the work today.

109. I’d rather not have lunch yet.

110. Sebastian has been a television presenter for five years.

111. William’s mother told him not to leave the house until she got back.

112. I don’t really want to see him tomorrow.

113. Everyone was astonished by Alice’s strange ideas.

114. You shouldn’t have left the windows open last night.

115. Unless you keep your feet dry you will catch a cold.

116. I think it’s going to rain.

117. I have never tasted such a delicious cake.

118. No one there noticed anything unusual.

119. It is two years since she left university.

120. The gate is closed so that the children won’t run into the road.

121. Was the garage built at the same time as the house?

122. Nobody who was at the meeting will say anything to the press.

123. We were prevented from having our picnic by the heavy rain.

124. If she doesn’t find a good job before September, Joan will stay on at school.

125. It wasn’t until she was eight that Shirley began to read.

126. The last time Lucy wore that dress was at Barbara’s wedding.

127. He speaks so slowly that his students get very bored.

128. By the age of twenty Mackenzie had written four best-sellers.

129. Mr Hill’s students are taught to understand different English accents.

130. The film was so boring that we left before the end.

131. It’s four years since Robert and Catherine got married.

132. If Elizabeth hadn’t started smoking cigarettes she wouldn’t have got a bad cough.

133. Anna asked her mother if she could have a new bicycle.

134. It’s not my fault (if) the tin-opener’s broken.

135. Mike doesn’t play squash as well as Barbara.

136. Who does this suitcase belong to?

137. It is a two-hour train journey from London to Bristol.

138. Tim wondered if he would ever find a job.

139. A thermometer is used to measure temperature.

140. You didn’t forget to post the letter, did you?

141. I had the washing machine mended by Mr Dryden.

142. No one in her class is as tall as Pat.

143. To get the 40% discount,  you have to (must) buy all twelve books at the same time.

144. Paul apologised to Susan for giving her (having given her) the wrong number.

145. I’d rather you didn’t smoke in the kitchen.

146. I shouldn’t have sold my car so cheaply.

147. A new film is being made about the life of Robin Hood.

148. It’s unhealthy to eat too many sweets.

149. It only takes five minutes to drive to the beach.

150. Sir John Cribbon gives the government advice on defence policy.

